CHAPTER H
1885-1905

ON the yth of February 1885, Douglas was gazetted to the
yth Hussars and joined them at Aldershot, where the regi-
ment was then quartered. His life as a regimental officer was
strenuous and his use of leave brought him a varied experi-
ence of the North-West Frontier, Ceylon, Australia, France
and Germany. Right from the first he distinguished himself
as a fine polo-player, and all through his diaries and letters
to his sister Henrietta he describes many famous polo
matches. He invariably represented his regiment in all im-
portant contests.

In November 1886 the regiment sailed from Portsmouth
for service in India, where Douglas remained with them till
April 1890, when he came home for a couple of months3
leave. In November 1891 he was specially selected by the
Inspector-General of Cavalry, India, General G. Luck, to
act as Brigade-Major, and three months later Lieut-General
Sir George Greaves selected him for special duty at Poona*

Douglas left India in September 1892 in order to prepare
himself for the examination for the Staff College. Although
he studied very hard for this examination, he failed to
satisfy the examiners in mathematics by the small margin
of eighteen marks. He was also rejected on account of
colour-blindness. This happened in June 1893 an^ was the
first serious check in his career. Douglas felt it very keenly
and he set himself the task of finding some other means of
entering the Staff College, but this he did not achieve till
1896. Actually, he was eligible for a "nomination" by His
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge (who was then
serving his last year as Commander-in-Chief), having been
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